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Third-year Junior High Students
Listening Test Preparation
~ ARDVA=V T FAMIENI T~

Silvestre B. Medelin (r—#%>4+%vX)

Taking the high

school entrance test

is once in a lifetime.

This significant event

is life changing since

the high school they

can enter to will

hone them for a

bright future. Third

year junior high

school students want to enter the best
high school, so they give their best to pass
the test. How can they pass the test? What
preparation do they have to do? The result
of the test depends on the effort of the
students themselves and the teachers who
guide and help them to achieve the pass-
ing score. One of the tests they must take
is the listening test of the English test. |
was surprised at the reaction of some
third-year junior high students whose level
is Eiken Pre-2 when | mentioned about the
listening test. | saw on their faces that just
hearing it caused them to panic. If they had
that reaction, how much more to those
students whose level is below Eiken Pre-2.
To be honest, just taking the test without
any knowledge on how to answer different
types of questions will lead them to failure,
so | explained that there are various tech-

niques to pass the

listening test.

Having said that, the

English team did pre-

pare to guide the stu-

dents and teach them

the techniques in

answering the listen-

ing test. Ms. Katrina

and | had several demonstration teachings
to get used to the type of the test they are
going to take. The comments and sugges-
tions of the team helped us understand the
nature of the test takers and the test itself.
These students have different English level
from low to high level. In addition, they are
determined to pass the test, so they tend
to be serious and avoid unnecessary con-
versations that might steal their time to
practice the listening test. The teaching
styles needed for the high school entrance
test practice is different from TK and junior
high Eiken classes. Teachers must be con-
versant and jolly in TK and junior high Eiken
classes which is opposite in entrance test
practice. Thus, we have to be serious and
just focus only on the listening test ques-
tions.

During the preparation, we examined the
types of listening test to be taken by third

year junior high. The test has two types:

level B and C. The high schools decide of

which level the students are going to take

depending on their English level. The

entrance test has different types of ques-

tions which includes Question-Response,

Pictionary, Graph, Conversations, and Talks.

We came up with several listening tech-

niques which will be highly effective if they

are used throughout the listening test. The

techniques are also written in both English

and Japanese, so stu-

dents can understand

and use easily. There

are suitable tech-

niques for each type

of question, and they

are explained thor-

oughly to the students

before the listening practice. These tech-

niques are also applicable for other type of

listening test such as Eiken and TOEIC. If

every technique is used properly, all our

students will definitely pass the listening
part of the high
school entrance
test. Good luck to
all third-year junior
high students. You
can do it!!!
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