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Knock Knock!

Do you like to go trick or treating?

Are you ready to scare or to be scared? Hallow-
een is coming soon! On the evening of October
31, you will see children in their scariest costume
knocking house-to-house asking for treats with
the phrase “Trick or Treat”. The “treat” is usually
candies or sweets, but in other countries money
is used. If treat is given, the child will not perform
a trick to the owner of the house. The “trick”
means fake danger. &
Do you know how §
Halooween started |g
in Japan? &
The first Halloween #34i . 4
started in Tokyo [ wi 1 :
Disneyland to attract more v13|tors in autumn
season. The idea was adopted from another

Trick or Treat?

Disneyland around the world that had done it
already. Universal Studios in Osaka copied the
same concept and the event gets scarier every
year. Long time ago, only foreigners celebrated
the said event. As a matter of fact, Japan
already has August as “scary month” when they
celebrate O-bon.

Why is Halloween celebrated
on October 31st?

The people in Western
M countries such as Australia,
the United States, Canada,

- New Zealand, parts of Latin
America, and Europe celebrate Halloween on

October 31st. They believe that the wall between
the world of the living and the world of the dead
is at its thinnest. People wear masks to scare the

bad ghosts and eat pumpkins as a symbol of
good harvest. On the other hand, there is a
similar story in Japan about the wall between
the two worlds but, in contrast to the Western
countries that want to scare away the ghosts,
Japan welcomes their great grandfathers™ spir-
its. Before Tokyo Disneyland started Hallow-
een, Japanese felt no need to celebrate the
dead outside of o
O-bon season. 3
Is Halloween good
for business?
When Halloween §
became popular, it e
opened a very big chance for business owners
to increase their sales. They suddenly jumped
on with a line of Halloween goodies of their
own to attract customers. Pumpkin keychains,
snacks, and other products made their way to
stores. Premade costumes were being sold
and cosplayers got one more big day to show
off their talents. Being the creator of cosplay-
ing, it is no surprise that Japanese quickly
accept the dress up concept of Halloween.
Halloween had made its way into the hearts of
Japanese. No one can question that Japan
might be the best at throwing big Halloween
parties. Happy Halloween!
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