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| started classes in May of this year. The classes are
held four times a month, so it has been 4 months
now from the beginning. | was very excited to meet
the students and a challenge for me to handle
students who have different personalities and levels.
Some are very active and some are shy. Other
students have a little background in English and
some students are beginners. My lesson is focused
to help students learn, familiarize and interact in
English. | teach classes from 1st year to 3rd year
junior high school students. Most of my students
are in Eiken level 3, 4 and 5.
In my class, | teach them the four main parts of
English. “Speaking, Reading, Writing and Listening” |
prepared speaking activities like giving them “self-
introduction” activity. For example they have to
introduce themselves in front of other students,
what they like and what they want to be. This may
sound easy but doing it in a different language is
difficult. Students were very shy at first but doing
this kind of activity helped them to get rid of their
shyness and gain confidence.
The writing part is about writing opinions about
topics from school and every day activities. For
example | asked their opinion about which is better:
“school lunch or bento?” Students had a hard time
because they have so many ideas they have to
translate in English. But | encouraged them to write

in simple English and it helped them compose
sentences to express their opinions. These kinds of
exercises are supposed to be on the Eiken and
entrance exams for high school and point allocation
is high. That’s why students need such training to
pass the examination.

The reading part, | give the students challenging
reading exercises that is a little difficult. For example
a short story about the ‘life of a teenager”.
Students find it difficult to read because they are
not familiar with some words. So | helped them and
gave examples of the words and explained it to
them. This exercise also helped them to practice for
reading part of Eiken and exam for high school.

For the listening part, they will listen to people who
share their stories. For example “A Day at School” a
story about a foreign student who went to school in
Japan. Some students also had a difficulty because
they can’'t remember the words that they listened
to. | told them to write down what they listened to
because it will help them understand the story and
be able to answer the questions. Listening is an
important skill in English because this will help you
understand and communicate in English.

One of the policies in the class is | encourage the
students to speak in English all the time. Speaking
English in expressing themselves will help them with
their self-confidence. Because | believe to help them
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to become confident is to get rid of their shyness. |
really want students to understand that they should
not be afraid of failure to speak. The more mistakes
you make in learning English, the more you learn.
Now after 4 months, | am very happy about the
progress of the students. | can see that their confi-
dence level is getting high. They are not shy
anymore. Some students talk to me in “English” after
class about simple topics about sports, food and
hobbies. And that makes me happy to know that
they are doing better. As a teacher | feel very proud
when | know that they learned from me. And one of
the class goals to achieve is to prepare them for
“Eiken” test for the *high school examination” and to
help them become confident English speakers.

| promised myself that | am going to do my very
best and work hard to accomplish my goal to help
the students to pass

their “Eiken” exam and

be better in English. o
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