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Growing up bilingual is a challengelll

~How can parents help their children study English.
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| started teaching Talking Kids last year of
September. On my first day, | wanted to get the
students talking. They should be talking to me
and each other. | tried something different in my
class. | told them at the beginning that | wanted to
learn about them first. We did the getting to know
icebreaker. | asked them to pick a partner to
greet and introduce themselves. No one like to
introduce themselves first, but when | started it
everyone happily introduced themselves to each
other. They tried their best using simple English.
We had fun and everything went smoothly. In this
article, | would like to share some ideas on how
parents could help their children study or use
English at home. English nowadays has an
important role in our daily life. We believe our
children are our future.

As we venture into another new and exciting
school year, may | share my opinion or give some
suggestions how parents can help their children
study English. | can be parent invaluable partners
in helping your children reach their full potential.
Parents must first understand and believe in the
importance of English Language skills. Children
are adept at picking up on parental attitude. If
children realize the adult in their lives don’t think
learning English is important, they will be less
likely to approach the subject with a positive
attitude.

Here's what you can do to support language

classes at your child’s school and language
learning at home.
a. Learn English Yourself
To build a positive attitude towards learning and
towards English as a language, the best place to
start is with yourself. By learning English yourself
you can show your kids that “having a go” and
making mistakes is better than only speaking
when you have the perfect sentence prepared.
b. Prepare the children for school
Check their belongings pen, pencils, notebooks,
books, most specially their homework. See to it
nothings left in the house. Give them a healthy
breakfast, since this is the first meal of the day,
and encouraging them to get a goodnight’s sleep.
c. Play in English

Children will naturally learn everything around
them without any adult invention. At home the
child and parent can practice simple English. Try
the game Hide & Seek. You can practice the
words like “'m ready come and find me” “I'm
coming to get you” or counting numbers 1, 2, 3, 4,
5 and so on until your child can count more than
you expect.
d. Read English bedtime stories.
Children won't question the language that you are
reading, they are more concern about the ritual
bedtime stories. This provides great opportunity
to sneak in some extra English words for the
parent and child.

e. Sing English Songs.

Music and rhyme help children to use full
sentences, intonation, pitch, rhyme, as well as
building confidence.

f. Make sure the Wii or play station is set
to use English.

Now a days, before children learn to read and
write, they are often confident users of iPads or
their parents phones, including the language such
as “password” “log on” “choose” “press” or game
over can be useful starting point.

g. Communicate with the teachers.

Talking to teachers can be intimidating for parents
of the students, especially if they aren’t comfort-
able with their English skills. The level of success a
child experience during a school year is definitely
enhanced by communication and cooperation
between the parent and teacher. Teachers are the
people we parent entrust with the most precious
people in our lives, the people who inspire the
strongest emotion (and fears) with us. Both
teacher and parent are working toward the same
end, forming and facilitating the development of
your child.

Thank you parents for reading my suggestions
and thank you for your time. If you have questions
please feel free to talk to me. I'm willing to spare
time with you. We will have a great time talking
about what’s good for your children. Growing up
bilingual is a challenge!!!
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Ways of Reading

Reading is one of the ways to learn a forcign language. Let's think about these two
ways: intensive reading and rapid reading. In this passage, we call these two ways Way A

and Way B
Intensive reading is called Way A.
Rapid reading is called Way B.

Way A is a way of reading to understand the details of the things you read.

Way B is a way of reading to understand the outline and the main points without
worrying too much about the details of the things you read.

It is important for you to choose the way of reading in accordance with your purposes.

() intensive reading ¥t
outline ¥ in accordance with ~ ~KJELT

| & XE% 15 CadRd. (Reading) |——

[EAD2EE (#940055) ZRIZERS. (Listening) |

What does Maki think about these two ways of reading, Way A and Way B? Explain her
opinions and reasons in English. ~You have five minutes to write. Now begin.
[ TIER. (MakiDBREZDRBHERE CHAL L)

55 T&<. (Writing)
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